SENECA COUNTY DISTRICT ATTORNEY’S OFFICE
POLICY ON TRAFFIC INFRACTIONS

The Seneca County District Attorney’s Office has the authority to prosecute all crimes and offenses set out under the laws of New York which occur in Seneca County.  Included within those offenses are traffic infractions.  

As a courtesy to the Courts of our County, the Seneca County District Attorney’s Office has developed a procedure by which we attempt to conference all traffic matters by mail prior to trial.  The Seneca County District Attorney’s Office does this as part of our obligation to see that all prosecutions are fair.  

If you are like most citizens, this is probably your first and, hopefully, last violation.  It is likely your first dealing with our criminal justice system.  With this in mind, please know that you are free to retain an attorney to represent you with your traffic violation.  You always have a right to a trial on your traffic violation.  However, you may choose to act on your own behalf and try to resolve your ticket without a trial.

If you do not wish to hire an attorney and do not wish to proceed to trial, you have two options.  One is to plead guilty to the charge against you.  You are free to offer any explanation you feel is important that the judge may consider in imposing a fair sentence.  Your second option is to complete the reverse side of this form and return it with a copy of the traffic ticket, a copy of your abstract of driving record from the Department of Motor Vehicle and a stamped self-addressed envelope to the following address:




Seneca County District Attorney’s Office



48 West Williams Street



Waterloo, New York   13165
If your traffic violation involves an accident or damages to a person, animal or property, we will not consider any reduced charge without proof that the other party’s damage has been resolved.  This involves a letter from your insurance company stating that all claims have been satisfied.

Once all the needed information is received by the District Attorney’s office, you will receive notification in writing as to whether we can recommend a disposition and, if so, what steps you must follow to take advantage of our offer.  PLEASE NOTE that we will not make an offer until all the needed information is received.  ALSO, only one offer will be made, so please be sure that all information you wish to submit is turned in the first time.  If the offer is acceptable, your case can be handled by mail.  If the offer is not acceptable, you need to appear at the next scheduled court date for further proceedings on your ticket which may include a trial.

Please keep in mind that the Court is the final arbiter of your case.  Good luck and please drive safely.

PLEASE COMPLETE THE FOLLOWING INFORMATION:
       SENECA COUNTY DISTRICT ATTORNEY’S OFFICE
NAME: ___________________________________
CHARGE:   ____________________________________

COURT: __________________________________
TICKET NUMBER:  ____________________________

COURT ADDRESS:  __________________________________________________________________________

______
 
There was no accident involved in this incident
_______  
There was an accident, but there are no outstanding civil liabilities and I have enclosed either releases from the other party in the accident or acknowledgement of liability from my insurance company.
_______
I have no criminal record.

_______
I have no prior or pending alcohol related offenses.

_______
I have ______ traffic convictions in the past 18 months.

_______
I have no other pending charges.

_______ 
IMPORTANT:  I have enclosed a copy of my driving history (abstract) which I have obtained from my DMV Office.

_______
IMPORTANT:  I have enclosed a copy of my ticket(s).

_______
IMPORTANT:  I have enclosed a self-addressed stamped envelope.

NOTE:  All information and paperwork received by the District Attorney’s Office will be forwarded for filing to the court and not retained by this office.

EXPLANATION OR EQUITIES AS TO WHY A REDUCTION IS IN ORDER:
_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________
Based on the above equities submitted to the People on this matter, the People offer: 
VTL § _________:  _____________________________________________________________________________

 In full satisfaction of these charges, with the fines set at the court’s discretion.  This matter is otherwise ready for Trial.
Dated:  ________________



________________________________________








Seneca County District Attorney’s Office
I, the undersigned, hereby waive a hearing in the Court and offer to plead guilty to the reduced charges as indicated above.

“I understand that a plea of guilty to this charge is equivalent to a conviction after trial.  If I am convicted, not only will I be subject to a fine, but in addition, my license to drive a motor vehicle or motorcycle and my certificate of registration, if any, are subject to suspension and revocation as prescribed by statute.”








_____________________________________








(Signature of Defendant)

After signing, please send to the Court at the address listed above.  The court will notify you of their acceptance of the plea and your fine.
G: Christine/traffic letter RAM

