


























Dairy operations include:

David Charter (510 acres — 382 actively
farmed) — dairy and sheep farming,
Daniel and Levi Esh (89 and 189 acres,
respectively)

Leroy Swarey (130 acres)

Eurie Byler (72 acres)

Kore Stoltzfus (84 acres)

Melvin Hurst (70 acres)

Daniel Hertzler (65 acres)

Willis Zimmerman (69 acres)

Daniel Millen (20 acres)

Hackman —Rt 96A — newly formed dairy

Other livestock operations include:

Aaron Covert (60 acres) — beef cattle
Sepe Farms (62 acres) — hog and pig
farming

Sammuel Kanagy (98 acres)

Ezra Peachy (105 acres) - cattle

Vineyards are owned by:

Wesley Wine Company (140 acres - 67
acres actively farmed)

Patrician Verona (222 acres - 128 acres
actively farmed)

Markan Corporation (39 acres - 27 acres
actively farmed)

Kenneth Riemer (52 acres)

Thomas Challen (10 acres of vineyards)

Four wineries are located along Cayuga Lake

within the Town of Romulus:

Buttonwood Grove Winery
Cayuga Ridge Estate
Thirsty Owl Wine Company
Hosmer Winery

Buttonwood Creek Winery Tasting Room
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Mack Creek Plant sales, located on Hayts Corners Road and operated by Dennis Hayes (27 acres), as well
as the Hertzler farm, sells plants and flowers.

Several of the farms in the Town of Romulus are operated by Mennonite and Old Order Amish families.
These farms typically utilize family labor and do not rely on large equipment.

4. Statistics from the 2007 Census of Agriculture

As documented in the 2007 Census of Agriculture, farms in and around the Town of Romulus (Romulus
and Ovid zip codes — see map below) generate an estimated $17 million in sales each year through the
production and sales of farm products. Of the 144 farm operations identified by the Census in the
Romulus area (those with a minimum of $1000 in annual sales), a total of 23 had annual sales of more
than $250,000, 57 had sales of $50-249,000 and 65 had sales of less than $50,000. Seneca County farms
generated $84 million in sales. (See summary in Appendix A.)

Of the 80 farms with annual sales of
$50,000 or more, a total of 51 sold
animals or their products. Of these,

40 dairy farms, 8 farms that sold

cattle or calves, and 3 hog farms. Of

—ip codes
14521 (Ovid)
14541 (Romulus)

the 28 farms with crop sales of
$50,000 or more, 13 were vineyards,
12 were farms that sold grains,
oilseeds, or dry beans, 4 were sold

other field crops or hay, and 2 sold
horticultural products. Some of
these farms had more than $50,000
in sales in more than one category.

Crop Sales Animals & their Products Sales
By Zip Code of Operator By Zip Code of Operator
70 15
60 40 14541 (Romulus)
14541 (Romulus)
35 14521 (Ovid)
50 14521 (Ovid)
2 30 20
£40 £25
3 5 22
w30 w20
15
20
) 8 10 20 10
10 14 - 5 12 -
0 T T 4 0 : : .
Less than $50,000 $50,000 to $249,999 $250,000+ Less than $50,000 $50,000t05249,999 $250,000 or more
Annual sales Annual sales
Town of Romulus Agriculture and Farmland Protection Plan DRAFT: October 2011

4



Farm Operations with Sales of Crops
by Zip Code of Operator
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Farms with Harvested Acres
by Zip Code of Operator
100
14541 {Romulus)
90
14521 (Qvid)
80
70
60
£
=
:‘_; 50
e
40
30
46
20 | I
10 - G — m
9 12
o 4 8 T 8 5 3 5
T T T T T T T T 1
Y 5 e 2 xG ) & < ) 5 X
,bﬁ\e rC NN IS il tz,é\ on' 6& 'b"b o a
® N o~ & & X ) F & N
(_9( & ‘\‘B‘ ] o <o \.,3
> o (bb
e @éﬂ @
P <2 &
& o o
< 2
Forage - Hay & Haylage Corn, for grain
Farms with Acres Harvested - by Zip Code ot Operator Farms with Acres Harvested - by Zip Code of Operator
kUl 75
ah
0 W 145471 (Homulus) 20 14541 {Homulns)
. 14521 (Ovid) 14521 (Ovid)
30 . 15 12
* a0 10
G
15
ID . 20 5 l - ‘;
5 [
; - 0 B
1.0to A9.9acres S0to 249 acres. 250+ acres
1to 43 acres 30te 243 acres 250+ acres
Acres flanverted Acres Harvested
Soybeans Orchards/ Vineyards
Farms with Acres Harvested - by Zip Code of Operator Farms with Acres Harvested - by Zip Code of Operator
9 16
2 14
" 12
- : ¥ 14541 (Fomulus) B 10 W 14531 [Homulus)
:‘ 2 14521 {Owvid) ; g 14521 [Qvid)
3 b
2 < 4 9
1 2 2
o ! o E ] 1
1to 43 50to 243 250+ L1t 149 15.0t099.9 100+
Avzees Farwesitind Acves Harvesled

Town of Romulus Agriculture and Farmland Protection Plan

DRAFT: October 2011
6



Farms by Size
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Several farms have seasonal stands that offer fresh produce to residents and visitors. The 2007 Census
of Agriculture reported that 10 farms in the Romulus area (Romulus and Ovid zip codes) offered direct
market sales.

Many farms in the Romulus area have animals on the farm that are not sold. These include horses used
by Amish and Mennonite farms in their farm operations and for transportation, as well as animals used
for food consumption by households.

5. Rented Land

Many of the farms in Romulus rely to some extent on rented land.

The continued availability of land to rent is critical to the long-term viability of agriculture in the Town.

6. Markets

Farms in Romulus benefit from good transportation routes to markets. Animal processing in
Pennsylvania is accessed by the north-south highways (Routes 89 and 96A) that pass through Romulus.
Some local farmers access rail service in Geneva to ship grain to the Port of New York, Canada, or
Midwestern processing plants. Some soybeans raised locally have been marketed in China.

Most of the milk produced in Seneca County is packaged or processed to be sold as fluid milk or cheese.
Processing facilities in New York include the producer cooperative Upstate Milk and the privately owned
Sorrento, Byrne Dairy and others. Brokers who also market milk include Dairylea, Agri-Mark, Dairy
Farmers of America and Land-o-Lakes. The milk prices paid to farmers are determined by a USDA
formula that establishes a base price based on certain criteria. Different prices are established for
different milk marketing plants

Grains, dry beans, soybeans and corn are typically sold through brokers. For example, Lansing Trade
Group operates a grain handling facility located in Geneva which facilitates rail and truck distribution of
corn, soybeans and other commodities. Keystone Mills, located in the Town of Fayette, is a regional
facility that purchases products from Romulus farms. Sheppard Grain is located in Phelps. Dry bean
processing plants are located in Geneva and Seneca Falls. Wheat is sold to a mill in Churchville, NY.
Some grains are sold directly to area livestock farms for use as feed. The Hertzler grain mill at Hayt’s
Corners (formerly “Bean Brothers”) produces organic feed.

Ethanol plants have been a significant market for corn, although some area plants have closed and
other planned plants (including one proposed to be located at the former Seneca Army Depot) will not
be constructed.

The market for dry hay is stable due in part to the proximity of the Finger Lakes Racetrack in Farmington,
Ontario County. A hay auction, located in Canandaigua, offers an additional market for hay and straw.
Some farmers sell hay to area dairy farms. Top Quality Hay, a processing business located in the former
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Seneca Army Depot in Romulus, utilizes a quick drying method and markets hay for equine use as well as
for small animals kept as pets.

SOURCE: Top Quality Hay website: http://www.tghp.com/

Several farms sell fruits, berries, vegetables and sweet corn directly to customers at roadside stands or
area farmers’ markets.

Some fruit and berries are marketed through Mennonite retail networks throughout New York and
Pennsylvania. Some organic produce is marketed through the Finger Lakes Organic Growers Coop, a
member-owned wholesaler. Regional Access, based in Ithaca, NY, stores and distributes locally-
produced food products to specialty stores throughout New York State.

A meat processor in Ovid provides services for livestock producers.

7. Agricultural Support Businesses and Processors

Many of the supplies and services needed by farmers are available within a reasonable distance of
Romulus. Suppliers of equipment, seed, fertilizer and other supplies that were identified by Romulus
farmers include:

e Empire Tractor (Case/ New Holland and Kubota), located in the Town of Junius, west of
Waterloo

e John Deere dealers in Auburn (O’Hara Machinery) and Hall (Lakeland Equipment) and Case/ New
Holland dealers in Auburn and Canandaigua

e Main and Pinckney, an equipment dealer in Auburn

e Monroe Tractor, an equipment dealer with a branches in Auburn and Canandaigua

e Farmer Boy, a livestock equipment provider which also offers design and construction services,
located on Route 318 in Junius
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e Hall Fertilizer, located southwest of Geneva in the Hamlet of Hall, is one of the largest
distributors of fertilizer and other inputs
e Helena, a farm chemicals provider with an office in Geneva

e Crop Production Services, agricultural consulting services located in Hall
e CaroVail Fertilizer, a branch of Carolina Eastern-Vail, located in Auburn
e Waterloo Container, supplier of glass bottles and other products to wineries

e Vance Metal Fabricators, wine tank manufacturer

Most financial, consulting, construction, veterinary and other services are also found within a
reasonable distance of Romulus farms. More specialized products, such as seeds, are obtained from
suppliers located outside of the region.

Processors located in Romulus include Top Quality Hay and Seneca BioEnergy, both located at the
former Seneca Army Depot. Top Quality Hay processes hay from local farmers using an innovative
drying technique that bypasses drying hay in the field. Seneca BioEnergy has launched a demonstration
project to produce culinary oil from grape seeds and is conducting research and development to
manufacture biofuel.

Small-scale processing of agricultural products, both on-farm
and in stand-alone businesses, add to the diversity of the
agricultural economy in Romulus and the region. For example,
aMaMa Yogurt, with a facility located on Kennedy Road,
manufactures yogurt flavored with vegetables such as carrots
and butternut squash. The founders of this business relocated
to Romulus from northern Virginia in order to utilize the
resources at the Cornell University Food Ventures Center in
Geneva.

Several farms operate businesses that supplement farm income and contribute to the regional
economy.

8. Summary of Economic Impacts from Agriculture and Related Businesses

In addition to the economic impacts from production agriculture, support businesses, processing,
suppliers and tourism-related businesses also contribute to the local and regional economy. Each dollar
of the estimated $84 million in sales generated from agricultural production in Seneca County generates
approximately $1.75 in the regional economy through the purchase of supplies, services, distribution
and processing, as well as expenditures of employees who rely on agriculture.

Wineries contribute greatly to the tourism industry in Seneca County. In addition to direct expenditures
at wineries, visitors spend money for gas, food, lodging, entertainment and other goods and services.
The tourism industry benefits from the recreational resources in the Town such as Sampson State Park
as well as the vistas created by expanses of agricultural land in the Town of Romulus.
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The former Seneca Army Depot offers additional opportunities for additional agriculture-related
industries. The Seneca County Industrial Development Agency is actively marketing sites at the former
Depot for food processing and other agriculture-related uses. (See http://senecaarmydepotreuse.com

and Appendix C. In addition, the natural resource conservation areas of the Depot support associated
with the white deer herd and associated tourism opportunities.

Food processing and other agriculture-related industries located in the Town of Romulus include:
e Top Quality Hay, located in the former Seneca Army Depot

e Seneca BioEnergy, located in the former Seneca Army Depot and currently testing the
production of culinary oil from grape seeds. Future production will focus on biofuels.

Agriculture and tourism constitute the major economic drivers in the Town of Romulus. The income and
employment generated by agricultural support and processing businesses also contribute economic
benefits to the Town and the region.
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C. Summary of Strengths, Weaknesses, Opportunities
and Threats (SWOT)

At the “kick-off” meeting for the Romulus Agriculture & Farmland Protection Plan, farmers and farmland
owners identified Strengths, Weaknesses, Opportunities and Threats relating to farming in the Town of
Romulus. These are summarized below and in Table 3.

Strengths/ Opportunities

e Strong agricultural area — Community support for farming; agricultural heritage/ character of
the community; many farms in region, supported by suppliers and market outlets; diversity of
farm sizes and types contributes to strong agricultural community

e Good highway access — especially north to the NYS Thruway and south to Pennsylvania
e Sparse population makes farming easier
e Availability of land at reasonable cost

e Increasing demand for local farm products — Seneca County and neighboring communities as
well as Ithaca, Syracuse and Rochester markets

e Support from Ag. Experiment Station, Food Ventures, research; opportunities for value-added
processing on farms

e  Existing agricultural processing businesses and undeveloped industrial lands in the former
Seneca Army Depot

e Potential future market for cellulosic ethanol, other specialized products
e Cayuga and Seneca Wine Trails promote local wineries
e Recreational assets draw people to area — parks, wineries, vistas

Weaknesses/ Challenges

e Some neighbor complaints about noise, odors, especially relating to livestock/ dairy operations.
Concerns about agricultural runoff into Seneca and Cayuga Lakes, groundwater quality, odor
and mud on the road. The non-farming public is generally not aware of the extent to which
farmers minimize impacts, such as by incorporating manure into the soil whenever possible,
monitoring wind direction, and pre-treating waste effluent. These activities are costly but
considered essential to conducting business.

e Potential impact on water quality from farm operations. Topography requires farming on
slopes, where runoff must be managed to avoid impacting wetlands and ponds.
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e Increase in residential development would make farming more difficult.

e Competition for land makes land more expensive, rental land less available. Rental prices
increasing such that it is more feasible to buy farmland than to rent it. Currently, most of the
competition for land is among farmers.

e Ethanol plants cutting back, not being built; affect market for corn. Recent processor closings
affect the market, prices for certain crops

e Public resistance to chemical usage on farm fields
e lLack of municipal water service limits agricultural potential

e Natural gas extraction and associated impacts threaten water quality as well as character of
community and scenic vistas that are necessary to tourism industry
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Town of Romulus Agricultural and Farmland Protection Plan
Table 3: Strengths, Weaknesses, Opportunities and Threats (SWOT) Relating to Farmland and Agriculture

Strength - An asset or policy that can be leveraged to help achieve our goals

Weakness - A liability, hindering us in achieving our
goals, that can be corrected or mitigated

Opportunity - A situation or an element that can be seized or capitalized on to
support our goals

Threat - An element or force that must be countered
because it threatens achievement of our goals

Strengths

Relationship with CCE (Geneva Ag Station, Food Ventures Center),
RIT, FLCC (wine program)

Good schools

Grapes — good land / wine industry

Soils (mostly)

Weather — Between lakes (esp. for grapes)

Isolated from urban areas - predominately rural community
Talented farmers; Skilled workers

Crop farming — good profits last few years

Access to markets — Highway access north-south; rail

Support from organizations (Finger Lakes Culinary Bounty; Edible
Finger Lakes; Seneca and Cayuga Wine Trails)

Weaknesses

Deer — Damage to crops

Housing Development — potential

Availability of land (especially for new farmers)
Taxes — passing on farms to next generation

Lack of supporting businesses in immediate
area. Need to travel for fertilizer (Phelps, Hall)
and equipment (Geneva, Auburn, Canandaigua)

Lakes — make transportation difficult (east-west)

Lakeshore residents — different perspective on
agriculture

Lack of sufficient, high quality water
Lack of sufficient workers at times

Opportunities

Renewable Energy (Town Regulations may need to be updated)
Local Plan — that supports maintaining agriculture

Work w/neighboring Towns especially re: local regulations
Maintain good communications with non-farming neighbors

Educational Resources — Cornell’s Agricultural Experiment Station in
Geneva and Ithaca campus

Army Depot — Properly zoned land for agriculture/ energy businesses
Publicize economic contribution of agriculture and related businesses
Tourism-related economic development (small stores, hotels, etc.)
Protect “green space” for agricultural use

Extend public water
Improve markets for organic products, equine supplies, local food

Threats

Land use regulations that may constrain farming
and agribusiness

Truck routes needed to transport farm products.
Potential State regulations may impact farmers

State/ Federal regulations — affect all aspects of
business

Change in community — new rural landowners —
potential conflicts (e.g. re: water quality issues)

Many farmers getting older
Barriers to entry for new farmers

Natural gas drilling in Marcellus shale




D. Farmland Targeted for Protection

The Town’s zoning map (included in Appendix B) identifies those areas in the Town that are most suited
for commercial, industrial, residential and lakeshore development. The remainder of the Town is
intended primarily for agricultural use. While new residential development may be accommodated on
some individual lots in the Town, such development should be sited and designed in such a way that
potential conflicts with agriculture are minimized.

As most of the Town consists of high quality agricultural soils that are part of productive farm
operations, targeting certain parcels or areas is difficult. The priority lands are those that are currently
farmed and consist of prime or important agricultural soils. Map 5: Priority Farmlands depicts the
locations of these lands in the Town of Romulus.

In order to assist the Town, Seneca County and other entities in identifying agricultural parcels to be
protected through Purchase of Development Rights (PDR) or other means, the following criteria should
be applied:

1. Quality of the agricultural soils.

e Parcels to be preserved for continued agricultural use should contain predominantly
prime agricultural soils. (See Map 2.)

2. Long-term viability of the farm operation.

e The land to be protected should contain enough acres to independently support a viable
farm operation. The size will vary depending on the type of operation. For example,
dairy farming requires more total acres than fruit farming.

e The farm operation should be well managed, including participation in federal
conservation programs.

e The farm operation is likely to be operated in future generations, either by a member of
the same family or another farmer

3. Buffers significant natural resources

e The farm helps to maintain open land as a buffer to wildlife habitat or other natural
resources
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E. Analysis of Conversion Pressure

Farmland in Romulus is most threatened by scattered residential development. As depicted in Map 6:
Recent Residential Development, most of the new housing development in the Town has been along the
lakes and in scattered sites throughout the Town. Larger-scale development, either for residential or
business uses, is unlikely outside of the areas in the Town that are currently served by public water and
sewer, and those zoned for business or industrial development.

Residential development in farming areas has the potential to make farming more difficult, even when it
occurs on a small scale. Such development may result in increased potential for conflicts between
farmers and non-farming neighbors, fragmentation of farm fields, and the conversion of farmland.

Future technological developments or opportunities to exploit natural resources such as natural gas may
result in the conversion of farmland in the future. In addition, the development of industrial facilities
required to support large scale drilling may target existing farmland.
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F. Issues, Strategies and Recommended Actions

Issue 1. Economic benefits of agriculture and related businesses

Agriculture is the predominant land use in the Town of Romulus and is Seneca County’s largest industry.
Opportunities relating to production agriculture, agri-tourism, agricultural support businesses,
distribution and processing are key to the Town’s long-term economic development.

Depot offers processing opportunities

Two businesses in the Warehouse and Planned Development section of the former Seneca Army Depot,
which is located in the Town of Romulus, currently process agricultural products. Top Quality Hay uses
an innovative drying technique to produce high quality hay that is marketed as horse feed. Seneca
BioEnergy is in the processing of establishing a plant to create biodiesel from oil seeds. It also is
demonstrating production of grape seed oil. The conversion of agricultural products into fuel represents
an opportunity to develop Depot facilities.

The Depot has additional land available for industrial development, including the processing of
agricultural products. This site is being actively marketed by the Seneca County Industrial Development
Agency, which recently attracted a new agriculture-related business. (See marketing materials and news
articles in Appendix C.)

Additional land is available at the Depot for agricultural processing and other compatible uses. Rail
service and other infrastructure are available. The existing highway network facilitates transportation of
products to major markets and ports. The Seneca County Industrial Development Agency is actively
marketing the site to potential industries.

Business diversification

On-farm processing can create additional markets for farm products, or enable farmers to meet the
demands of large processors. Some farm operations may need financial or technical assistance to
support expansion or diversification.

New businesses may be supported by regional resources such as the Cornell Agricultural Experiment
Station Food Ventures Center in Geneva. Grant funds may be available to such expansions when they
will result in the creation or retention of jobs. The Seneca County Industrial Development Agency will
work with businesses to secure such funding whenever it is feasible.

Small-scale Value-Added Processing

Specialty food processors who are not also farmers contribute to the economic diversity of agriculture-
related enterprises in the Town and region. One example is aMaMa Yogurt, which produces yogurt
flavored with vegetables such as carrots and butternut squash.
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Promotion of local farm products

Located within 50 miles of Rochester, Syracuse and Ithaca, farms in Romulus can help to meet the
growing consumer demand for locally grown food. Opportunities are especially strong for producers of
vegetables, fruit and animal products, and for niche products such as organic products.

Sales of farm products directly to the public provide additional income to farm operations. These
operations also contribute to agri-tourism in Romulus and Seneca County.

Agricultural Support Businesses

Farms in Romulus benefit from the proximity of agricultural support and supply businesses. Such
businesses should be encouraged to locate in the Town.

Alternative Strategies

Business Development Financing

The Seneca County Industrial Development Agency (IDA) offers financial incentives for industries —
including agricultural products processing — that create or retain jobs. Low-interest loans, sales tax
exemptions, and payments-in-lieu-of-taxes are available to help finance the purchase of new equipment
and/or the expansion of facilities. (See summary of IDA programs in Appendix D.1.)

Seneca County has established a “micro-enterprise” loan program to support the expansion of small
(five employees or less) businesses. The revolving loan program was initially financed by a competitive
Community Development Block Grant for economic development. While the program is not specifically
targeted toward agriculture-related businesses, it is available to these businesses. Wayne County has
established a micro-enterprise revolving loan program that targets agriculture-related businesses. (See
Appendix D.2 for additional information about this program.)

The NYS Office for Community Renewal’s CDBG program can also provide grants or loans for the
construction of infrastructure to support business diversification or expansion activities that would
result in the creation or retention of jobs.

Grants for the installation of renewable energy or energy efficiency improvements are available through
NYSERDA and the NYS Department of Agriculture and Markets. (See Appendix D.3 for additional
information.)

Promotion of Local Farm Products

Organizations such as Cooperative Extension and Seneca County Chamber of Commerce are active in
promoting farm markets and roadside stands, as well as wineries through the Cayuga Wine Trail (see
map in Appendix E.)
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Several State and regional programs have been established to promote local products and raise public
awareness of the contributions of the agricultural industry. For example, the “Pride of New York”
program, administered by the NYS Department of Agriculture and Markets, offers labeling and
promotional materials to participating farmers and encourages consumers to purchase locally grown
products.

Technical Assistance for the Development of New Products

Potential entrepreneurs can access the resources of the NYS Food Venture Center, which is
administered by Cornell University and located in Geneva. Assistance with the preparation of business
plans and small loans are available through the Seneca County Workforce Development. Information on
these programs is included in Appendix F.

Recruit Agricultural Support Businesses

The Town of Romulus’ land use regulations permit agriculture-related businesses in the Town.
However, many such businesses are not permitted in Hamlet Residential Areas, where some of these
facilities are currently located. (See Zoning Audit Findings and Recommendations in Appendix B.)

In addition to providing for agricultural support businesses through zoning regulations, the Town,
working with County and State officials, can establish a policy that welcomes such businesses to the
Town in appropriate locations.

Recommended Actions

a. Work with Seneca County Industrial Development Agency to recruit food
processors and other agriculture-related industrial businesses to the Seneca
Depot. Provide information about existing programs such as the grants and
loans administered by the IDA for the creation, expansion or improvement of
agriculture-related businesses that create or retain jobs.

b. Work with County and State agencies to develop or expand markets for
agricultural products, such as biofuel or aquaculture.

¢. Maintain land use regulations and development policies that support the
development of farm-related businesses in the Town.

d. Encourage residents and institutions to purchase local farm products.

e. Support the development of value-added manufacturing of agricultural
products. Provide information to entrepreneurs about sources of technical and
financial assistance, such as the resources available at the Cornell Agricultural
Experiment Station Food Ventures Center and Seneca County’s micro-
enterprise loan program.
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Issue 2. Interdependence of tourism industry and agriculture

The four wineries in Romulus and those in surrounding areas generate significant amounts of revenue
and are dependent upon attracting tourists to the region. The production of grapes for use in wine
making is not sufficient to support the wine industry. In addition to sales of wine, many wineries in the
region operate retail stores, lodging, restaurants and other businesses to supplement their income.
Tourists attracted by the wineries also spend money in the community on gas, food, and other goods
and services. They are attracted to Romulus by the scenic views of the lakes and expanses of open
farmland as well as recreational facilities such as Sampson State Park, Dean’s Cove Boat Launch and the
conservation areas of the former Seneca Army Depot.

While wineries and vineyards benefit from many of the same policies that would support other types of
agriculture, such as the protection of land and increased public awareness of the benefits of agriculture,
they also have specific needs. For example, wineries may benefit from the extension of public water
service. Because of their reliance on tourist traffic, they also benefit from preservation of scenic views
and retaining the rural character of the community.

Farm operations that sell products directly to the public benefit from the success of regional wineries.
Roadside stands, farm markets and specialty stores (such as the Traders Village along NYS Route 89)
both contribute to and benefit from the tourist traffic and accompanying economic benefits.

Recommended Actions

a. Work with Cooperative Extension, the Seneca County Chamber of Commerce
and other agencies to support and promote the Town’s wineries, farm markets
and roadside stands and other agri-tourism enterprises.

b. Encourage Seneca County or the Seneca County Chamber of Commerce to
document the impact of wineries and tourism on the regional economy.

c. Encourage the expansion of existing and development of additional agri-
tourism enterprises. Ensure that land use regulations continue to support such
businesses.

d. Maintain land use regulations and development policies that protect the rural
character of the community and environmental quality.
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Issue 3. Retention of high quality farmland

Significant areas in the Town of Romulus consist of prime agricultural soils that are actively farmed.
Areas determined to be most suitable for continued agricultural use consist of those high quality
agricultural soils that are actively farmed and suitable for long-term protection. (See Map 5).

Alternative Strategies

Private, voluntary conservation easements

Landowners may place farmland under a permanent conservation easement to be held and monitored
by a private land trust or other non-profit organization. The donation of easements may be helpful to
some families in estate planning as the value of the easement can be claimed as a tax deduction.

Land trusts, such as the Finger Lakes Land Trust which is active in Romulus and surrounding areas, work
with landowners to determine whether a conservation easement would be an appropriate way to
preserve land. Information on the Finger Lakes Land Trust is provided in Appendix G.

Public purchase of development rights

Purchase of Development Rights is a program which compensates owners of farmland in exchange for
an agreement to keep land from being developed. The value of the development rights is calculated as
the difference between the value of the land for agricultural purposes and its value for development. A
permanent easement restricts development on the parcel. Placing an easement on a property does not
affect the ownership of the parcel. The owner may continue to farm the parcel, and/or sell it. The
easement holder is responsible for monitoring the property to ensure that it is not developed.

Purchase of Development Rights (PDR) may be an appropriate technique to protect lands near the
Seneca and Cayuga Lakes. Viable farmland that also serves as a buffer to significant natural areas
receive additional points in the rating system that the NYS Department of Agriculture & Markets uses to
rate applications for Purchase of Development Rights.

Recommended Actions

a. Provide information to landowners who may choose to donate conservation
easements to a land trust, potentially as part of estate planning

b. Sponsor applications to NYS for Purchase of Development Rights (PDR)/ Work with
Seneca County to obtain funding to preserve farmland in Romulus

¢. Encourage the Finger Lakes Land Trust to work with landowners to provide
information about the potential benefits of easement donation or purchase of
development rights.
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Issue 4. Potential conflicts between farmers and non-farm neighbors

When farm operations are in close proximity to residences, the potential for neighbor complaints
increases. Conflicts between farming and non-farm neighbors can arise even in areas such as Romulus
which is sparsely populated, with relatively few non-farm residences located adjacent to farming
operations. The report “Farms, Community and Collaboration: A Guide to Resolving Farm-Neighbor
Conflict,” provided in Appendix H, examines the issues relating to such conflicts and how they may be
resolved through mediation.

Farm neighbors may complain about odors, noise, slow vehicles or other farm practices. Although these
practices are protected, in most cases, by “right to farm” provisions of the NYS Agricultural Districts Law,
neighbor complaints can make farming more difficult. If nuisance complaints are taken to court, farmers
must undertake expensive legal defense and divert time and energy from their farm business.

In other municipalities, winery neighbors have raised concerns about noise associated with winery
events, such as outdoor music performances. Whether or not public entertainment at a farm winery is a
protected practice that is protected by NYS Agricultural Districts law is subject to interpretation by the
NYS Department of Agriculture & Markets. However, the complaint can make it difficult to establish
activities that may be integral to the agri-tourism function of a winery.

Alternative Strategies

Local Right-to-Farm Law

Several municipalities in New York State have passed local “Right to Farm” laws. Such laws typically
establish a town policy in support of farming, define “generally accepted agricultural practices,” and
affirm a farmers right to employ such practices. The laws also include a requirement that purchasers of
property within the town be notified of the policy of encouraging farming, and that farm practices may
include odors, noise and other activities. Examples of laws from the Towns of Fayette and Lodi are
included in Appendix .

A “grievance” procedure is established to resolve complaints between farmers and non-farm neighbors.
A local grievance committee may be formed to hear and resolve complaints. Such a committee should
include local farmers as well as non-farm representatives. Municipalities may appoint an existing
committee, such as the Planning Board, to act as the Grievance Committee. In some counties, the
County Agricultural and Farmland Protection Board (or Agricultural Enhancement Board) agree to take
on the responsibility of handling local grievances under a local “Right to Farm” law. A new committee
that may be created by the Town Board would need to follow the requirements of the NYS Open
Meetings Law and schedule and advertise its meetings in advance.

Incorporate buffers into design of hon-farm residential development

Through local zoning and subdivision review regulations, the Town Planning Board can encourage or
require that new residential development is designed to minimize the potential for conflict between
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agricultural operations and neighboring farms. For example, new house lots should be sited to ensure
that they do not impede efficient farm operations, do not disturb drainage, and maintain buffers
between the farm fields and house lots.

Public Education

Public education activities undertaken by farmers, municipalities or other agencies can help to raise
public awareness of the importance of the agricultural industry to the region’s economy and to help
residents understand farm practices.

Town Zoning Regulations

The Town may regulate ancillary activities, such as outdoor entertainment, provided that such activities
are not determined by the NYS Department of Agriculture & Markets to be agricultural practices. Such
regulations should balance the need to maintain the quality of life of residential neighborhoods with the
regional economic benefit of the winery and tourism industries. (See Appendix B.3 for NYS Agriculture
& Markets guidance to municipalities regarding local laws that may unreasonably restrict agricultural
practices.)

Recommended Actions

a. Adopt a local Right to Farm Law.

b. Support programs by County and other agencies that raise public awareness of
farming practices and the economic significance of agriculture.

¢. Work with wineries and other agriculture-related tourism and entertainment
operations to establish voluntary guidelines that minimize impacts from ancillary
operations on residential neighbors

Issue 5. New residential lots in agricultural areas

When farm operations are in close proximity to residences, the potential for neighbor complaints
increases. Fields that are broken up by house lots are less efficient to farm with large equipment. (See
Figure 1.) New residential lots in agricultural areas have the potential to impact agricultural drainage,
access roads and other agricultural infrastructure. When new lots are created in agricultural areas,
farmland may be lost and the potential for conflicts between the new residential development and the
remaining farmland is increased.
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Alternative Strategies

Subdivision Design

The way new residential subdivisions are designed can minimize the potential for conflict. “Farm
friendly” design is important even when only one or two new lots are created from a parent parcel.
Such considerations include:

e Incorporate buffers between the residences and adjoining farmland. Such buffers should be
part of the design of the residential development.

e Avoid disturbing agricultural infrastructure such as access roads and drainage facilities

| Uninterrupted

| field operates at
about 85%
efficiency.

Broken up”
fields operate at
62% efficiency.

Figure 1. Field Operation Efficiency
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Planning Board review of subdivisions

Through the subdivision review process, Towns can authorize their Planning Boards to manage the

design of new residential development to minimize the potential for conflict. For example, the layout of

new house lots can be designed to avoid impacts to efficient farm operations, access roads and drainage

facilities and to maintain buffers between farms and residences.

Currently, the Town of Romulus Planning Board reviews lot layouts when three or more lots are created

during a five year period. A streamlined review process is provided for “Rural Subdivisions” where three

or four lots of five acres or larger are subdivided from a parent parcel.

Planning Board review of the creation of one or more new lots could reduce the potential for new lots to

be designed in a manner that is not “farm friendly.” Such review could be streamlined as a “Rural

Subdivision.” The Town Board would need to modify the Town’s subdivision review law to give the

Planning Board the authority to review the creation of one or more new lots. (See “Findings and

Recommendations from the Review of Zoning and Subdivision Regulations” in Appendix B.1.

“Conservation subdivisions,” also known as density averaging or clustered subdivisions, can result in the

retention of farmland for agricultural use by increasing density on a portion of the parcel. This

technique works best when the zoning district
requires very low densities of development.
The example on the previous page shows how
this technique might work in a municipality
with maximum densities of 2- 3 acres per
dwelling. (The Town of Romulus requires two
acres per dwelling in the existing Agricultural
zoning district.)

A local example of a conservation subdivision
with farmland as an open space amenity is the
Toro Run Estates, located along NYS Route 89
in Romulus. Views of Cayuga Lake and the
vineyard are key selling points for the houses
in the subdivision.

SOURCE: http://www.tororunestates.com/plat.htm
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HYPOTHETICAL
Farm-Sensitive Subdivision with Density Averaging

18 lots on 15.3 acres
Average lot size: 0.8 acres

12 lots on 7.5 acres ¢ 1 ° / /
‘Average lot size: 0.6 acres =

e

Woods and creek act as
buffer between farmland
and residences

5. :
49:acres of f?rmland permanently
protected by af.iq:onservation easement

30 acres 66.7 acres
Zoning requires 3 acres per dwelling Zoning requires 2 acres per dwelling
Up to 33 lots allowed

Up to 10 lots allowed

Restrictions for stream corridors (25’ buffer), small wetlands (compliance with US Army Corps of
Engineers requirements) and woodlots (limit removal of mature woodlands) also apply. Assume

parcel would accommodate 30 lots as a conventional subdivision.




Recommended Actions

a. Incorporate guidelines into the Town’s subdivision regulations that help the
Planning Board and the landowner/ developer to site new house lots in a
way that minimizes the potential for conflict with farming.

b. Amend subdivision regulations to authorize the Planning Board to review
subdivisions that create one or more new lots.

¢. Modify subdivision regulations to authorize the Planning Board to require
clustered subdivisions where they would effectively preserve high quality
farmland.

Issue 6. Public awareness of farming practices and the significance of
agriculture to the community and the regional economy.

Many non-farming residents of Romulus, particularly those new to the area or to country living, find
certain farm practices to be a nuisance or perceive that they threaten the environment. These residents
many benefit from additional information about the extent to which farmers manage resources to
protect water quality by preventing runoff of manure or chemicals, for example, or to minimize odor.

Recommended Actions

a. Provide information to residents about farm practices.
b. Publicize environmental management activities of area farms.

c. Support educational activities for school children.

Issue 7. Water quality and the environment

The protection of water quality is important to Town residents, many of whom rely on private wells for
drinking water. Seneca and Cayuga Lakes are significant natural resources that provide water supply,
recreation and other benefits to residents throughout the region. The lakes have also been designated
as critical bird habitat. Wetlands and other natural resources in the Town represent unique ecosystems
that provide habitat for wildlife.
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Alternative Strategies

Seneca County Cooperative Extension, Seneca County Agricultural Enhancement Board, and Seneca
County Soil and Water Conservation District administer numerous programs to support Seneca County
farmers and agricultural industry. For example, the Agricultural Environmental Management Program
administered by the Seneca County Soil & Water Conservation District provides cost sharing to farmers
to plan and implement practices to improve management of fertilizers and pesticides, manage
stormwater runoff and reduce soil erosion. The New York Agricultural Landowner Guide: A Guide to
Public Farmland Conservation Programs, prepared by the American Farmland Trust and included in
Appendix J, includes an overview of these programs.

Recommended Actions

a. Work with other entities to provide information to farmers about programs
that encourage farmers to implement agricultural practices that minimize
impacts on the environment. For example, collaborate with the Seneca
County Soil & Water Conservation District to publicize the Agricultural
Environmental Management Program.

Issue 8. Agricultural drainage

Some of the agricultural land in the Town of Romulus requires management of drainage in order to
maintain productivity. Often, these projects require cooperation among several landowners, as
easements are needed to allow access for maintenance. Any drainage project must comply with State
and Federal regulations that address wetlands, flood hazard areas, and stream corridors. (See Map 7.)

Alternative Strategies

The County Soil & Water Conservation District has received funding from the Seneca County Board of
Supervisors to construct new drainage projects and is responsible for maintaining existing projects. A
list of potential projects is maintained by the Seneca County Soil & Water District. Additional funding is
needed to construct new drainage projects in the Town of Romulus.

Recommended Actions

a. Work with the Seneca County Soil & Water Conservation District to
identify, obtain funding for, and construct drainage projects that would
benefit agricultural operations in the Town.

b. Work with landowners to encourage participation in drainage projects.
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Issue 9. Minimize the impact on farmland from gas wells and other utility
expansions.

Explorations for gas and other minerals can result in damage to properties that reduce the land’s
viability for agricultural production. For example, when topsoil is not properly segregated from subsoil
when land is excavated for exploratory gas wells, the land will no longer be suitable for agriculture. In
addition, the construction of access roads to serve gas wells can sever farm fields or remove viable land
from agricultural production.

Intensive mining and natural gas extraction can have significant negative impacts on community
character. As the rural landscape is a significant asset to the tourism-based economy of the region, large
scale mineral and gas extraction should be restricted.

Recommended Actions

a. Provide information to farmland owners and gas exploration companies to
ensure that both parties are aware of the procedures that need to be
followed to properly manage agricultural soils during and after gas well
drilling and other land disturbance activities.

b. Enact local laws to restrict large scale mining and drilling where such
activities would negatively impact the rural character and landscape of the
Town.

Issue 10.  Extend public water service to certain agricultural operations

Some farm operations in the Town of Romulus, such as wineries and livestock operations, would benefit
significantly from public water service. Livestock farmers have had to extend temporary water lines into
Seneca and Cayuga Lakes to draw water for animals during dry periods. Wineries are also in need of
reliable water supplies for various processes.

Recommended Actions

a. Obtain funding to extend public water service to additional areas in the
Town.
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Issue 11. Impact of infrastructure extensions on agricultural operations

While some farms may benefit from public water service, the extension of utilities tends to encourage
residential development, which can make farming more difficult. In planning for the extension of water
and other public infrastructure, the potential impacts on agricultural operations — both positive and
negative — should be considered and mitigated as needed.

Alternative Strategies

Tools available to municipalities to minimize the impacts of sewer and water line extensions on
agricultural land include the “Notice of Intent” process mandated by the NYS Agricultural Districts Law
and restrictions on non-agricultural hook-ups.

Notice of Intent Process

Section 305 of the Agricultural Districts law requires local governments, before extending a water or
sewer line that would serve non-farm structures within an Agricultural District, to file a preliminary and
a final Notice of Intent with the NYS Department of Agriculture and the County Agricultural & Farmland
Protection Board. The law states:

Any ... local government ... which intends to construct, or advance a grant, loan, interest
subsidy or other funds within a district to construct, ... water or sewer facilities to serve
non-farm structures, shall use all practicable means in undertaking such action to realize
the policy and goals set forth in this article, and shall act and choose alternatives which,
consistent with social, economic and other essential considerations, to the maximum
extent practicable minimize or avoid adverse impacts on agriculture in order to sustain a
viable farm enterprise or enterprises within the district.

The Notice of Intent (NOI) must set forth:

e Adescription of the proposed action and its agricultural setting

e The agricultural impact of the proposed action, including short-term and long-term effects
e Any adverse impacts on agriculture that cannot be avoided

e Alternatives to the proposed action

e Any irreversible and irretrievable commitments of agricultural resources which would be
involved in the proposed action

e Mitigation measures proposed to minimize the adverse impact of the proposed action on the
continuing viability of farms within the district

e Any aspects of the proposed action which would encourage non-farm development

A preliminary notice must be filed before the municipality issues a determination of significance
pursuant to the State Environmental Quality Review Act (SEQR). The final notice must be filed at least

Town of Romulus Agriculture and Farmland Protection Plan DRAFT: October 2011
30



65 days prior to the construction or advancement of public funds. The commissioner has 45 days from
receipt of the final notice to determine whether the action may have an unreasonably adverse effect on
farm viability, and may take an additional 60 days to review the proposed action and issue findings.

The commissioner of agriculture may propose reasonable or practical alternative actions that would
minimize or avoid the adverse impact of the proposed action on agriculture. The municipality or funding
agency may either accept the proposed alternative or certify that other actions have been taken to
minimize impacts on agricultural operations.

Lateral Restrictions

Often, as an outcome of the Notice of Intent process, a municipality will adopt a resolution that restricts
hookups for non-farm structures to a new water or sewer line that extends into an Agricultural District.
The restriction on hookups would apply to non-agricultural structures for as long as the property is
located within an Agricultural District.

Typical language for such a resolution is as follows:
Lateral Restriction - Conditions on Future Service

The [municipality] imposes the following conditions, as warranted or recommended on the
management of water/sewer lines located along [location] within an agricultural district:

(1) The only land and/or structures which will be allowed to connect to the
proposed waterline or sewer within an agricultural district will be existing structures at
the time of construction, further agricultural structures, and land and structures that
have already been approved for development by the local governing body prior to the
filing of the Final Notice of Intent by the municipality.

Land and structures that have been approved for development refer to those
properties/structures that have been brought before a local governing body where
approval (e.g., subdivision, site plan, and special permit) is needed to move forward
with project plans and the governing body has approved the action.

(2) If a significant hardship can be shown by an existing resident, the lateral
restriction to the resident’s property may be removed by the municipality upon
approval by the Department. It is the responsibility of the resident landowner to
demonstrate that a hardship exists relative to his or her existing water supply or septic
system and clearly demonstrate the need for public water or sewer service. The
municipality shall develop a hardship application to be filed with the municipality,
approved by the County Department of Health, and agreed to by the Department of
Agriculture and Markets.

(3) If it can be demonstrated to the Department’s satisfaction that the landowner
requested the county to remove his or her land from an agricultural district at the time
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of district review and the county legislative body refused to do so, lateral restrictions
may be removed by the municipality if the Department determines that the removal of
the restriction for the subject parcel(s) would not have an unreasonably adverse effect
on the agricultural district.

(4) If land is removed from a county adopted, State certified agricultural district and
the district has been reviewed by the county legislative body and certified by the
Commissioner for modification, lateral restrictions imposed by the municipality are no
longer in effect for the parcels of land that have been removed from the agricultural
district.

(5) Hydrants and valve boxes must not be placed directly in agricultural fields.

Recommended Actions

a. Adopt lateral restrictions to limit residential hookups while the land is within a
designated County Agricultural District.

Issue 12.  Awareness of tax relief programs

Some landowners may not be aware of all of the tax relief programs that are available to them, such as
agricultural use assessments; capital improvement exemptions, etc. Owners of land that is rented for
farming, in particular, may not know that they are eligible for agricultural use assessments if their land is
utilized by a qualifying farmer.

Alternative Strategies

Tax Relief Programs

Farming utilizes large amounts of land but does not demand proportionally large expenditures from
local governments. In response to this situation, New York State has established programs to reduce
property taxes on farmland that meets certain eligibility requirements.

e Agricultural Use Assessments base property taxes on the value of the land as farmland, rather
than its value for development. Eligible farms located within certified Agricultural Districts, as
well as farms outside a District that meet certain requirements, may receive Agricultural Use
Assessments. Agricultural Use Assessment is also available to landowners who rent the
property to an eligible farmer.

The NYS Department of Agriculture & Markets has established a formula to determine the
Agricultural Use value of property based on soil types and projected crop yields. In areas where
the land is valuable for development purposes, the agricultural use value will be much lower
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than the market value, resulting in significantly lower property taxes. However, in areas where
farming is the “highest and best use” of the property — where a farmer is likely to pay as much
for the land as anyone else - the agricultural use value is the same as the market value.

While agricultural use assessments are applied automatically to property taxes levied by
municipalities and school districts, fire districts must “opt in.” To do so, the governing body
needs to pass a resolution agreeing to utilize agricultural use assessments.

o New York State has established the Farmers School Property Tax Credit program for eligible
farmers to receive refunds of up to 100% of School taxes on up to 350 acres of agricultural land,
and 50% of School taxes on acreage in excess of 350 acres. To be eligible for this tax credit,
farmers must earn at least 2/3 of their income in excess of $30,000 from farming. The credit
may be claimed in the farmer’s annual NYS tax return.

e Farm worker housing is exempt from property taxes, provided that the facility meets all safety
and health standards set by the State building code and the NYS Department of Labor.

e Renovation of a historic barn for continued agricultural use qualifies for a property tax
exemption.

e Certain property and services used in agricultural production is exempt from sales tax. Farmers
need to complete Form ST-125.

Recommended Actions

a. Identify owners of land that is rented for agricultural production whose owners
do not receive agricultural use assessments and mail them information about
the program.

b. Ensure that information about various tax relief programs is available in the
Assessor’s Office and elsewhere at the Town Hall.

¢. Encourage the Town Assessor to inform farmland landowners about tax relief
programs that they may be eligible for, including information about deadlines
for applying. Include information about exemptions in the Town’s annual
mailing regarding agricultural assessments.
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Issue 13.  Use of sustainable energy sources

Some farm operations and related businesses may benefit from the installation of wind, solar, biomass
or anaerobic digesters to replace conventional sources of energy. The use of sustainable energy sources
has the potential to reduce long-range energy costs and lower greenhouse gas emissions.

Alternative Strategies

Grants and loans to install Energy Efficiency & Renewable Energy grants are available through NYSERDA,
USDA Rural Development, and NYS Department of Agriculture & Markets (See Grow NY Enterprise
program information in Appendix D.3.)

Recommended Actions

Work with Cooperative Extension, NYSERDA, USDA Rural Development and other
entities to provide information to farmers regarding financial assistance programs
to install renewable energy facilities.

Issue 14.  Maintain partnerships with governmental and not-for-profit
agricultural support agencies.

Seneca County Cooperative Extension, Seneca County Agricultural Enhancement Board, and Seneca
County Soil and Water Conservation District, USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service, Seneca
County Industrial Development Agency and other agencies administer numerous programs to support
Seneca County farmers and agricultural industry. Often, these programs would benefit from local

promotion.

Recommended Actions

a. Make information about programs administered by Seneca County
agencies available at the Romulus Town Hall and on the Town’s website.

b. Maintain communications with Seneca County agencies about programs to
assist and support farmers and farm-related businesses in the Town.

Town of Romulus Agriculture and Farmland Protection Plan DRAFT: October 2011
34



G. Implementation

The Planning Board will be the entity with primary responsibility for implementing the
recommendations of this Plan. The Advisory Committee will be convened as needed to provide input
and guidance on related issues as they arise.

The following tables summarize the Issues and Recommended Actions, indicate whether the action
should be completed in the Short Term (1-3 years), Long Term (3-7 years) or is an Ongoing action. The
tables also identify the entity with primary responsibility for implementing each action, and other
parties that would be involved in the implementation.
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Responsible
Entity

Other Involved
Parties

Issue 1. Economic benefits of agriculture and related businesses

Recommended Actions:

a. Work with Seneca County Industrial
Development Agency (IDA) to recruit food
processors and other agriculture-related industrial
businesses to the former Seneca Depot. Provide

information about existing programs such as the X Pgnnlgg Sene(iaDiounty
grants and loans administered by the IDA for the oar

creation, expansion or improvement of

agriculture-related businesses that create or retain

jobs.

b. Work with County and State agencies to develop . Seneca County
or expand markets for agricultural products, such X Pgnmgg IDA, NYS
as biofuel or aquaculture. oar agencies

c. Maintain land use regulations and development
policies that support the development of farm- X Town Board Planning Board
related businesses in the Town.

Cornell
: N . Cooperative
d. E’ZZTL;;?%e F:f;:jduec:S and institutions to purchase X nggrlgg Exte_nsi?)n; Sehool
District; NYS
agencies

e. Support the development of value-added Seneca County
manufacturing of agricultural products. Provide IDA; Seneca
information to entrepreneurs about sources of _ County
technical and financial assistance, such as the X Planning Workforce

. . Board Development;
resources available at the Cornell Agricultural Cornell
Experiment Station Food Ventures Center and Cooperative
Seneca County’s micro-enterprise loan program. Extension

Issue 2.  Interdependence of tourism industry and agriculture.

Recommended Actions:

a. Work with Cooperative Extension, the Seneca Cornell
County Chamber of Commerce and other . Cooperative
agencies to support and promote the Town’s X Pgnnlgg Extension;
wineries, farm markets and roadside stands and oar Chamber of
other agri-tourism enterprises. Commerce

b. Encourage Seneca County or the Seneca County X Planning
Chamber of Commerce to document the impact of Board
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wineries and tourism on the regional economy.

c. Encourage the expansion of existing and )
development of additional agri-tourism Planning Cornell
. . X Board; Town Cooperative
enterprises. Ensure that land use regulations .
) . Board Extension
continue to support such businesses.
d. Maintain land use regulations and development
policies that protect the rural character of the X Town Board Planning Board
community and environmental quality.

Issue 3.  Retention of high quality farmland

Recommended Actions:

a. Provide information to landowners who may
choose to donate conservation easements to a land
. . X
trust, potentially as part of estate planning
b. Sponsor applications to NYS for Purchase of Finger Lakes
Development Rights (PDR)/ Work with Seneca Planning Land Trust;
County to obtain funding to preserve farmland in | X Board; Town Senega County
Romul Board Agricultural
omulus Enhancement
Board
c. Encourage the Finger Lakes Land Trust to work
with landowners to provide information about the
. . . X
potential benefits of easement donation or
purchase of development rights.
Issue 4. Potential conflicts between farmers and non-farm neighbors
Recommended Actions:
a. Adopt a local Right to Farm Law. .
X Town Board Planning Board
Cornell
b. Support programs by County and other agencies _ Coopergtlv.e
that raise public awareness of farming practices X Planning Ext_en3|on,
dth ic sianifi £ aqricult Board Agricultural
and the economic significance of agriculture. Enhancement
Board
c. Work with wineries and other agriculture-related Agricultural
tourism and entertainment operations to establish " Planning Enhancement
voluntary guidelines that minimize impacts from Board Board; Chamber
ancillary operations on residential neighbors. of Commerce
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Issue 5. New residential lots in agricultural areas
Recommended Actions:
a. Incorporate guidelines into the Town’s
subdivision regulations that help the Planning
Board and the landowner/ developer to site new | X Town Board Planning Board
house lots in a way that minimizes the potential
for conflict with farming.
b. Amend subdivision regulations to authorize the
Planning Board to review subdivisions that X Town Board Planning Board
create one or more new lots.
c. Modify subdivision regulations to authorize the
Planning Board to require clustered subdivisions .
X Town Board Planning Board

where they would effectively preserve high
quality farmland.

Issue 6.
community and the regional economy.

Public awareness of farming practices and the significance of agriculture to the

Recommended Actions:

a. Provide information to residents about farm Planning Cornell
. X Cooperative
practices. Board Extension
b. Publicize environmental management activities Planning Soil & Water
X Conservation
of area farms Board o
District
Cornell
c. Support educational activities for school children X Planning Cooperz?ltlve
Board Extension;
School District
Issue 7. Water quality and the environment
Recommended Actions:
a.  Work with other entities to provide information
to farmers about programs that encourage
farmers to implement agricultural practices that ]
T : . Soil & Water
minimize impacts on the environment. For Planning :
. X Conservation
example, collaborate with the Seneca County Board District

Soil & Water Conservation District to publicize
the Agricultural Environmental Management
Program.
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Issue 8.  Agricultural drainage
Recommended Actions:
a. Work with the Seneca County Soil & Water
Conservation District to identify, obtain funding Soil & Water
for, and construct drainage projects that would X Planning Board Conservation
benefit agricultural operations in the Town. District
b. Work with landowners to encourage . Soil & Wgter
L . . X Planning Board Conservation
participation in drainage projects. District

Issue 9.

Minimize the impact on farmland from gas wells and other utility expansions.

Recommended Actions:

a. Provide information to farmland owners and gas
exploration companies to ensure that both parties

landscape of the Town.

are aware of the procedures that need to be , Cornell
. . X Planning Board Cooperative
followed to properly manage agricultural soils Extension
during and after gas well drilling and other land
disturbance activities.
b. Enact local laws to restrict large scale mining

and drilling where such activities would i

. g X Town Board Planning
negatively impact the rural character and Board

Issue 10. Extend public water service to certain agricultural operations

Recommended Actions:

a. Obtain funding to extend public water service to

additional areas in the Town. X

Issue 11. Impact of infrastructure extensions on agricultural operations

Recommended Actions:

a. Adopt lateral restrictions to limit residential
hookups while the land is within a designated X
County Agricultural District.
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Issue 12.  Awareness of tax relief programs
Recommended Actions:
a. ldentify owners of land that is rented for
agricultural production whose owners do not Planning Town
receive agricultural use assessments and mail Board Assessor
them information about the program.
b. Ensure that information about various tax relief .
programs is available in the Assessor’s Office Planning Town
Board Assessor
and elsewhere at the Town Hall.
c. Encourage the Town Assessor to inform
farmland landowners about tax relief programs,
including information about deadlines for Planning Town
applying. Include information about exemptions Board Assessor
in the Town’s annual mailing regarding
agricultural assessments.
Issue 13.  Use of sustainable energy sources
Recommended Actions:
a. Work with Cooperative Extension, NYSERDA,
USDA Rural Development and other entities to . Cornell
provide information to farmers regarding P:;anmgg Cooperative
financial assistance programs to install oar Extension
renewable energy facilities.
Issue 14.  Maintain partnerships with governmental and not-for-profit agricultural support

agencies.

Recommended Actions:

. _ . Cooperative
a. Make information about programs administered . Extension:
by Seneca County agencies available at the P:;ag;rlgg Seneca
Romulus Town Hall and on the Town’s website. County IDA;
SWCD
o o _ Cooperative
b. Maintain communications with Seneca County . Extension;
agencies about programs to assist and support PEQQ;SQ Seneca
farmers and farm-related businesses in the Town. County IDA,;
SWCD
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